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Life Hurtina U S 


William Sloane Coffin. Jr,, new chaplain of Yale l “We've got to be real tough 


University, is a forceful young man with a down to earth with ourselves to keep up with j* 16 ministry again,” he says, 
approach to religion. A forme^UTA aupnt wlm had Hussia,” he insists. “We can’t be - onl y answer I can give is 


who had.elose 


can give is 


^irtr A a uiv.L j, y ifif iBnhr In * yviivj uau . vivoc .. ... . , + i . „ . .. ...... 

contact with the Russians after World War II and again tc7\J to ' 

in the early 1950s, he believes that America is being want and be willing to sacrifice ' tiffin • It was during the 

; dangerously weakened by soft living and the reluctance some of. pur comforts, in order to Korean WarTa very critical pe - 


of most people to take an unpopular stand. 

A sturdily -built man of five foot 


attain the' goal.” 


riod in our relations with Russia. 


Although Mr.. Coffin sees little 


11, the Rev. Mr* Coffin at 34 <£It ’ s n °t s0 h ard to under- chanee in the ne,ar future of a 

. , .. - - , , c stand,” says Bill Coffin, “when revolution in the Soviet Union, he 

could easily be mistaken for an * ’ H * 


I had served as a liaison officer 
with the Russian^ army after 
World War II and I know the lan- 


you realize how many of us are, does see hope that the govern- gUa f e , ^ el J; 1 \ was 


undergraduate. A$ith close-crop- a f ra id to stand, up f^r what we.j ment may be forced to grant the 
ped hair and horn-rimmed glass- know is right. ..Haven't we had People more freedom. In order 
es, he favors jacket 3 and slacks examples in thife country where to make economic progress, it 
and moccasin type shoes. He has demagogues ^have woii wide sup- has .been necessary to educate 


needed in Europe and that it was 


important work. 7 


a deen sneaffiiT'voke and is a port and few pe0pl6 have had the masses an d improve living 
p the courage to fight for just but standards. 


pipe snrokeiV.; y unpopular causes?” 

He walks briskly around the Born , n New York in 1924) Mr . 
campus making his calls, or, if Coffin the son of the late Wil- 


to make economic progress, it Because of the cloak of seergcy 
has been necessary to educate ^j ch 9° v et £ 9?^ . the 

the masses and improve living Yale chaplain does not discuss 
standards. phase of his career. His ex- 

The Communist leader's face a P<; rieilces > however, have left him 
dilemma: how to grant economic deep concern about the abil- 
freedom. without giving up politi- of th f West com pete with 


campus making his calls, or, if Coffin the son of the late Wil-: * ree d°m without giving up politi- / . ™ 

he is making 4pnger trips, such bam Sloane Coffin, Yale lboo, ca ^ control. The .desire for free- ommumsm. 

as to the Medical School, he who was president. of the Metro- can "ever be suppressed, 

rUoa * •nrxntA* Montr a# PolUah Museum of Art and vice iCaffm is convinced. 

rides a motor scooter.. Many of presjd of w . & j. g loane : He got to. know many Russian j WAS 

his close undergraduate associ- £ 0 ^evy York furniture firm. s °IdI ers and officers during the j “While I 

ates are uncertain whether to call. His -brother, Edmund Coffin, was i two y ears after. World War II ate „ he s 

him Mr. Coffin or Bill. in the Class of 1943. when he was .a liaison officer, 0 f oreamVp 


WAS A SKEPTIC 


“While I was an undergradu- 
ate, he says, “I was skeptical 
of organized religion and the 


No conformist, ISflBiam Coffin His family traveled extensively I ; fo ^ akia and then Ly alue of many church activities 6 

)®ms to have carefully avoided when he was .young and he has „ A f . ‘ ^ . r , V , f i fc wasn’t until my senior year 


■owns to have carefully avoided when he was .young and he has <<A 
*ny set pattern In shaping his aTph'ir^ relations v 

- '*««• •*».?« S" yS ^ — 

II he planned to be a concert Inis mother now makes her home ce e ra ed 
pianist and entered the Yale Mu- in New^Haven, living at 189 East seem ^ d . 
sic , School. After the war, in Rock Roach j he friends. 


“At first we had very friendly when Vftend^ Va T7 ^ 
lations with t ™ >* w « M ii. i ~ en l attended a conference at 


relations with them,” he recalls J v'Z V™, a / onIerence at 
“The •soldiers of the two nations i aS ,**' l ^ 

celebrated victory together and ! iSSfA*. 1 ? I° Un ? 


io me wsvwwr ana - minister in East HarIem ; haf j 

East tiS that We wouId always ; rfta]ized that e jVf a a ‘ 1 


which he served as a liaison of-' M r. Coffin ' is married to the 
ficer with the French army in former Eva Rubinstein, daughter 
Europe, he returned to Yale te 0 f the pianist, Artur Rubinstein. 


realized that ehurch programs 
can be relevant tb the issues of 


FRATE R NIZATI ON ST©PPEyD the day ” 

... 1U “1 .' ' i. Coffin was graduated from 

But then the Communist lead- j Yale in -the class 'df 1949 and the 


study political science. In 1949- she is a ballet dancer and- actress j , ers toecame alarmed about .this \ next Fall he entered Union 


50 1 he studied for the ministry at j who toured Europe in the musical 


fraternization and took 


measures] ological Seminary. But the fol- 


Union Theological^ Seminary; “Oklahoma!” and appeared j n jj 0 sto P it. I heard ^ Russiad- bo-blowing year he interrupted his 
fr om.38 ai to 19B3 ..h a.... ata a.. i a Eu- the Broadway /production of “The l“ neI> * P° litical officer, ‘tett a! mini sterial studje T^mns,^. 


ro pe with the, .C enteaOpteUjgen ce Diary of Anne Frank.”- They have ' ‘^ee-star general who was cri’i-L- years in E iurope witK rri~ 
Agmfcv, and in 1954 he returned 1 ” ’ ’■ 1 ’ cizmff Ravip* hnr*aiiAi»a«« . “r*v. « — - -- 


ln 1954 returned a small daughter, Amy, and a 
to Yaie to complete his prepara- second child is expected. 


bter, Amy, and a clz m£ Soviet bureaucracy to shut ^ “I’m constantly asked* how I 
s expected. up ; The Communists quickly gel; could switch from the ministry 

undergraduate at ^ hing ® pnder . c °ntrol and our to intelligence work and back to 


ti<m for the ministry. 1 while an undergraduate at things pnder control and our 

Although he is the nephew of Yale, Coffin was president of the fnendl y relations were ended, 
the late Rev* Henry Sloane Oof- Yale Glee Club and chairman of ft was very frustrating to see tins 
fin, Yale ’97, who was president the Yale v Chapter of the Amcri- happening and her unable to do 


of Union Theological Seminary, can Veterans Committee. He was anything about it* 


he- says his family had little to do also a member of the Undergrad- ..... How can a rehkively few Com- 


with his decision to become a uate Board of Deacons of Yale’s ffeunists, dedica! 


minister. 


to totaliiarian- 


Church of Christ, of the Eliza- ^'Tsm, control thipiatural inclina- 
bethan Club and of Timothy j lion c/f the Russffc people to have 


Dwight College. 
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While a divinity student he was [ 
assistant chaplain at Yale and j 
also served as minister to Pres- I 


CO A/ J'D 


IIARD-hitting .ptf&uMs on controversial subjects are packing chapel. 

« 1 '- ^ir-r-’n. 
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i.cepting dirt.” On July 10 a de- 
l bate was held ..td * decide the 
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closely with his predecessor, the } .religious drifters at Yale 

Kev. Sidney Lovett, who retired! and “fill the back rows of Bstfoii 
last June. -The youthful and ag-J for quite a few days as well ” 
gressive Bill Coffin made quite a* The Chaplain’s duties cover 
contrast to soft-spoken and gen-! wide area of activities. Ther 
ial “Uncle Sid” Lovett who now- daily services at Battell 
is serving In Hong Kong with? Sunday worship, undeMrarf.ST« 

Yale-In-China, but they got along} courses in reiigion, counseling % 
fine together. While a divinity! — - 

student, Coffin won the Daggett* Gn f S 5Ti< * . man ^ undergradu- 
Scholarship Prize'. j „ f. f ctlvltles in social work and 


In 1956-57 he was chaplain atj „ . i,,c la,e uiapJain ire- 

Andover and last year was chap-i „ y ls asked ' to preach at 
lain at Williams College.- ,, ‘ otber campuses. \ 

He believes that - coUege’tstu- , hls bus y schedule, the' 

dents today are more receptive , ' WjlIlam Coffin finds time 

to religion than students of less t0 relax with his family and to 
troubled times. “They’re con- con tinu e his Interest in music;' 
cerned, but riot': committed,” he and the theater. He eninv* 
says. “They feet that the various and plays tennis with David 
tsms have failed to solve our Schimmel, the director of the' 
problems and tftat religious faith Hillel Foundation at vs/ , 
may provide thinly answer, but “I’m sorry to say he beats' 
they take a show-me, no-nonsense me,” says Yale’s • tS 

attitude. We have to show them keen competitor chaplaln >- a 
that Christianity 7 and Judaism 
have a great deal to say in every 

area of human life student 

problems, marriage, domestic is- 
sues and international affairs/’ ? 

To stimulate interest in religion 
among students, the chaplain is 
starting study groups and forums 
in several schools of the univer* 
sity. A group at the medical 
school is discussing the moral 
and ethical problems that must] 
be faced in the medical profes- 
sion. A similar group at the law 
school will consider religion and 
the law. One Of the student or- 
ganizations is sponsoring a talk 
by the Rev. Martin Luther King, 

Negro leader of Montgomery, 

Ala. ■ : ■- . ,/■ 

In his first few Weeks in the 
pulpit at Battell Chapel the netw 
chaplain tt/ader it plain that Yale 
students will be given something 
to think about fit ..the weeks to 
come. In his inaugural sermon he 
lashed out at both Communism 
and Amerjca-firstism, atomic 
war, segregation and “phony re- 
ligion.” At Williams College he 
aroqsed some students by his 
open criticism of the fraternity 
system. 

His vigorous .sermons on con- 
troversial subjects drew atten- 
tion in a recent issue of “Ivy 
Magazine/’ an undergraduate 
publication which contended "that 
Mr. Coffin has “created some- 
thing of a sensation with his rad- 
ical approach to religion.” Ivy 
predicted that the new chaplain 
will probably succeed in “nail- 
ing” quite a few of the non-com 





coofer. 


